We Claim: 



1. A method of displaying, on an electronic display device, the 
market depth \>f a commodity traded in a market, said method comprising: 

dynamically displaying a plurality of bids in the market for said 
commodity; \ 

dynamically displaying of a plurality of asks in the market for said 
commodity; and \ 

statically disblay ing prices corresponding to said plurality of bids and 
asks ; \ 

wherein said pluralities of bids and asks are dynamically displayed in 
alignment with the priced corresponding thereto. 

2. A method ok displaying, on an electronic display device, the 
market depth of a commoditAtraded in a market according to claim 1 , wherein 
said bids and asks are oriented Vertically. 

3. A method of displaying, on an electronic display device, the 
market depth of a commodity tradeci in a market according to claim 1 , wherein 
said bids and asks are oriented horizontally. 

4. A method of display ing\ on an electronic display device, the 
market depth of a commodity traded in A market according to claim 1 , wherein 
a plurality of said displayed bids and aslcfc in the market include bid and ask 
quantities of the commodity. \ 

5. A method of displaying, on an electronic display device, the 
market depth of a commodity traded in a marked according to claim 1 , wherein 
said bids and asks are displayed in different colors\ 

6. A method of displaying, on an electronic display device, the 
market depth of a commodity traded in a market according to claim 1, re- 




^entering said prices corresponding to the bids and asks about an inside market 
pMce upon receipt of a re-centering instruction. 

\ 7. A method of displaying, on an electronic display device, the 
market depth of a commodity traded in a market according to claim 1 , further 
comprising dynamically displaying entered and working orders in alignment 
with the Wices corresponding thereto. 

8. \ A computer readable medium having program code recorded 
thereon for ^execution on a computer for displaying the market depth of a 
commodity traded in a market, comprising: 

a first program code for dynamically displaying a plurality of bids in the 
market for said aommodity; 

a second program code foryclynamically displaying of a plurality of asks 
in the market for said commodhy; and 

a third progWnvco^e for statically displaying prices corresponding to 
said plurality of bidiana asks; 

wherein said pluralities of bids and asks are dynamically displayed in 
alignment with the prices corresponding thereto. 

9. A computed readable medium having program code recorded 
thereon for execution on k computer for displaying the market depth of a 
commodity traded in a market according to claim 8, further comprising 
program code to ensure that said displayed bids, asks and prices are oriented 
vertically. \ 

10. A computer readable medium having program code recorded 
thereon for execution on a computer for displaying the market depth of a 
commodity traded in a market according to claim 8, further comprising 
program code to ensure that said displayed bids, asks and prices are oriented ■ 
horizontally . \ 
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1 1 . \ A computer readable medium having program code recorded 
thereon for\execution on a computer for displaying the market depth of a 
commodity Graded in a market according to claim 8, further comprising 
program code V> ensure that a plurality of bids and asks in the market include 
bid and ask quantities of the commodity. 

12. A computer readable medium having program code recorded 
thereon for execution on a computer for displaying the market depth of a 
commodity traded in\a market according to claim 8, further comprising 
program code to ensure mat bids and asks are displayed in different colors . 

13. A computer Veadable medium having program code recorded 
thereon for execution on aVomputer for displaying the market depth of a 
commodity traded in a market according to claim 8, further comprising 
program code to ensure that sadafeUsplav^d prices corresponding to the bids and 
asks are re-centered about an la^iae market price upon receipt of a re-centering 
instruction. \ 

14. A computer readable medium having program code recorded 
thereon for execution on a computer iW displaying the market depth of a 
commodity traded in a market according to claim 8, further comprising 
program code for dynamically displaying \entered and working orders in 
alignment with the prices corresponding theretov 

15. A graphical user interface for displaying the market depth of a 
commodity traded in a market, comprising: \ 

a dynamic display of a plurality of bids in the market for said 
commodity ; \ 

a dynamic display of a plurality of asks in the market for said 
commodity; and \ 

a static display of prices corresponding to said pluralitjXof bids and asks; 
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wherein said pluralities of bids and asks are dynamically displayed in 
alignment with the prices corresponding thereto . 



A graphical user interface according to claim 15, wherein said 



displays are oriented vertically. 



17. 



graphical user interface according to claim 15, wherein said 



displays are oriented horizontally. 



18. A graphical user interface according to claim 15, wherein said 
displays of the pluralities of bids and asks in the market include bid and ask 
quantities of the commodity 

19. A graphical user interface according to claim 15, wherein said 
displays are displayed in different colors. 



20. A graphical user interface according to claim 15, wherein said 
display of prices corresponding to the bids and asks is re-centered about an 
inside market price upon re-centering instruction from a user. 



21. A graphical user interface according to claim 15, further 
comprising a display of entered and^vorking orders displayed in alignment with 
the prices corresponding thereto . 




22. 



lethod of placing a \ trade order for a commodity on an 



electronic exchange, uslng^ graphical user interface and a user input device and 

^^^^ * 

having preset parameters for traitesQrders , said method comprising: 

displaying the market depth of^a^scmimodity traded in a market, through 
a dynamic display of a plurality of bids and a ptumlity of asks in the market for 
the commodity, including the bid and ask quantities^f^tlie commodity, aligned 
with a static display of prices corresponding thereto; and 
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. initiating placement of a trade order of the commodity through a single 
action of\the user input device initiating placement of a trade order of the 
commodityVhrough a single action of the user input device with a pointer of the 
user input device positioned over an area in said dynamic displays of bids and 
asks; 

wherein discontents of the trade order are based in part upon the preset 
parameters and the position of the pointer at the time of said single action. 



23. A method cnS^placing a trade order according to claim 22, 
wherein said trade order is a buy\prder if the position of the pointer at the time 
of said single action is within the display of bids and wherein said trade order is 
a sell order if the position of the pointer at the time of said single action is 
within the display of asks . 




ji. A method of placing a trade order according to claim 
wherein the trade order is for a pre-determined fixed quantity and for a price 
corresponding to the position of the pointer at the time of said single action. 

A method of placing a trade order according to clainf^^ 
wherein the trade order is for a quantity equal to a current net position \>f the 
user in the commodity and for a price corresponding to the position of the 
pointer at the time of said single action. 

</ V 

J5 JL6. A method of placing a trade order according to claim 2p, 
whemn the trade order is'for a quantity equal to a pre-determined fixed offset 
plus the sum of all quantities in the market at prices better than or equal to a 
price corresponding to the position of the pointer at the time of said single 
action and for a price corresponding to said position. 




A method of placing a trade order according to claim 
wherefn said offset is equal to a first pre-determined value if a single action of a 




first type is taken and said offset is equal to a second pre-determined value if a 



single action of a second type is taken. 
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A method of placing a trade order according to claim 

r 

further 

composing canceling said trade order in response to a subsequent single action 
of the user input device. 





A computer readable medium having program code recorded 
thereon, for execution on a computer having a graphical user interface and a 
user input device and having preset parameters for/trade orders, to place a trade 
order for a commodity on an electronic exchange, comprising: 

a first program code displaying the/market depth of a commodity traded 
in a market, through a dynamic displa)/of a plurality of bids and a plurality of 
asks in the market for the commcxHty, including the bid and ask quantities of 
the commodity, aligned with a static display of prices corresponding thereto; 

a second program cpae for initiating placement of a trade order of the 
commodity through a single action of the user input device with a pointer of the 
user input device positioned over an area in said dynamic displays of bids and 
asks; and 

a third/program code for setting characteristics of the trade order based 
in part uppn the preset parameters and the position of the pointer at the time of 
said single action. 
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computer readable medium having program code recorded 



thereon, for execution oncT-eomputer to place a trade order according to claim 
29, further comprising program co&fe>fQr establishing that said trade order is a 
buy order if the position of the pointer at thetifogof said single action is within 
the display of bids and that said trade order is a sell orctei^if the position of the 
pointer at the time of said single action is within the display of a&ks 



/O ^ computer readable medium having program code recorded 

thereon, for execution on a computer to place a trade order according to claim 



, further comprising program code for establishing that the trade order is for 
a pre-determined fixed quantity and for a price corresponding to the position of 
the pointer at the time of said single action. 

J^: A computer readable medium having program code recorded 
thereon, for execution on a computer to place a trade order according to claim 
^ further comprising program code for establishing that the trade order is for 
a quantity equal to a current net position of the user in the commodity and for a 
price corresponding to the position of the pointer at the time of said single 
action. 

jP^J^. A computer readable medium having program code recorded 
thereon, for execution on a computer to place a trade order according to claim 
^%f, ^lrther comprising program code for establishing that the trade order is for 
a quantity equal to a pre-determined fixed offset plus the sum of all quantities in 
the market at prices better than or equal to a price corresponding to the position 
of the pointer at the time of said single action and for a price corresponding to 
said position. 




A computer readable medium having program code recorded 
there&n, for execution on a computer to place a trade order according to claim 
33, further comprising program code for establishing that said offset is equal to 
a first pre-determined value if a single action of a first type is taken and said 
offset is equal to a second pre-determined value if a single action of a second 
type is taken. 



A client system for placing a trade order for a commodity on an 
electr6nic exchange, the system comprising: 

a display device fod displaying the market depth of a commodity traded 
in a market, through a dynamic display of a plurality of bids and a plurality of 
asks in the market for the commodity, including the bid and ask quantities of 
the commodity, aligned vwth a static display of prices corresponding thereto; 



a user input device for positioning a pointer thereof over an area in said 
dynamic displays of bids and a^s and for initiating placement of a trade order 
of the commodity through a/^ingle action of the user input device; and 

a trade order di^racteristics setting component for setting characteristics 
of the trade ordepmsed in part upon preset parameters and the position of the 
pointer at the/ume of said single action. 




36. 



client system for placing a trade order for a commodity 
ccording to clamw 35, wherein said trade order characteristics setting 
component establishes tn^t said trade order is a buy order if the position of the 




pointer at the time of said single action is within the display of bids and that 
said trade order is a sell order if the^position of the pointer at the time of said 
single action is within the display of 



A client s^sjtem for placing a trade order for a commodity 
according to claim wherein / said trade order characteristics setting 



component establishes that the trade lorder is for a pre-determined fixed quantity 
and for a price corresponding to thjb position of the pointer at the time of said 
single action. 



I I A client^ystem fci* placing a trade order for a commodity 
according to claim ^3j§f wherei 1 said trade order characteristics setting 
component establishes that the trade order is for a quantity equal to a current 
net position of the user in the coirmodity and for a price corresponding to the 
position of the pointer at the time of said single action. 

/ 039. A client s^gtem fdr placing a trade order for a commodity 
according to claim 2^T, whereni said trade order characteristics setting 
component establishes that the trade order is for a quantity equal to a pre- 
determined fixed offset plus the /sum of all quantities in the market at prices 
better than or equal to a price corresponding to the position of the pointer at the 



time of said single action and for 



a price corresponding to said position. 
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A client system for placing a trade order for a commodity 
according to claim ^9, wherein j^aid trade order characteristics setting 
component establishes that said offeet is equal to a first pre-determined value if 
a single action of a first type is taken and said offset is equal to a second pre- 
determined value if a single action of a second type is taken. 
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